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SUBJECT: UNCTAD MEETINGS ON COMMODITIES: COPPER - PRELIMINARY 
CONSUMER DISCUSSIONS 

REF. (A) STATE 219328 (B) EC BRUSSELS 8705 

1 . WE HAVE DISCUSSED WITH IRISH DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

U.S. PROPOSAL TO HAVE PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS ON COPPER IMMEDIATELY 
FOLLOWING HLGC. DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS COORDINATED WITH 
DEPARTMENT OF INDUSTRY AND COMMERCE BEFORE REPLYING TO EMBASSY. 

2. IRISH ATTITUDE TOWARDS THIS MEETING IS THAT THE PRESENCE OF 
TWO COPPER PRODUCING COUNTRIES CREATES A SERIOUS OBSTACLE. THEY 
REGARD THE PROBLEM AS ONE DIFFICULT TO EVADE AND THEY THEREFORE 
DO NOT FEEL THAT THE PROPOSED MEETING WOULD BE A GOOD IDEA. 
NEVERTHELESS, IF THE MAJORITY OF OECD MEMBERS DECIDE TO GO AHEAD 
WITH THE MEETING, AND PARTICULARLY IF EC MAJORITY FAVORS IT, 

GOI WOULD PARTICIPATE. 

3. OUR CONTACT ALSO INDICATED THAT THERE WAS SOME SENSITIVITY 
ABOUT THE IMPRESSION THAT MIGHT BE CREATED BY A GATHERING OF 
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CONSUMERS AT THIS POINT. THIS, HOWEVER, IS NOT A SERIOUS PROBLEM. 
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